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ORDER FOR WORSHIP
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

APRIL 18, 2021

(BOLD indicates Read Together)

GATHERING

PRELUDES
  Now the Green Blad Riseth – Wagner
  Gwalchmai -- Paxton

GREETING and ANNOUNCEMENTS
                                   The Lord be with you.  And also with you.

  Contemplation -- Gawthrop
  
CALL TO WORSHIP   

When the disciples were certain that Jesus was dead, 
he stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 

Let us watch for the risen Christ this day, 
bursting in with new life and new hope. 

Easter people, Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed!

HYMN – “Christ Is Risen”

Christ is risen! Shout hosanna! Celebrate this day of days!
Christ is risen! Hush in wonder; all creation is amazed.
In the desert all-surrounding, see, a spreading tree has grown.
Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown.

Christ is risen! Raise your spirits from the caverns of despair.
Walk with gladness in the morning. See what love can do and dare.
Drink the wine of resurrection, not a servant, but a friend.
Jesus is out strong companion. Joy and peace shall never end.

Christ is risen! Earth and heaven nevermore shall be the same.
Break the bread of new creation where the world is still in pain.
Tell its grim, demonic chorus: “Christ is risen! Get you gone!”
God the First and Last is with us. Sing hosanna everyone!
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

What love you have given us, O God, that we should be called your children. 
What love you have given us, O Christ, that we should share a table with you. 
Forgive us when we act as if we are your only children: 
when we do not recognize your image in the faces of strangers, enemies, or friends; 
when we do not share the bounty of our tables, forgetting that we need each other. 
Forgive us, O Christ, maker of peace, and teach us to follow in your way.  AMEN
(silent confession….)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

RESPONSE TO PARDON – “Gloria Patri”
   Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  
   As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  AMEN, AMEN.

PROCLAIMING
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word. 
Enliven our hearts by your Holy Spirit so that we may proclaim the good news 
of eternal and abundant life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN

FIRST LESSON – Isaiah 25:6-9
6 On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples
    a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
    of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
7 And he will destroy on this mountain
    the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
    the sheet that is spread over all nations;
8 

    he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces,
    and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
    for the LORD has spoken.
9 It will be said on that day,
    Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
    This is the LORD for whom we have waited;
    let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

        (The Word of the Lord; Thanks be to God!)

SECOND LESSON – I Corinthians 15:1-8
1 Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn 
received, in which also you stand, 2 through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message 
that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain. 3 For I handed on to you as of first 
importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 
4 and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5 and 
that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers 
and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 7 Then he appeared to James, 
then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.

(The Word of the Lord; Thanks be to God!)

SERMON – Rev. Anthony Lorenz
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HYMN –”I Love to Tell the Story”

I love to tell the story of unseen things above, 
of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love.
I love to tell the story, because I know ‘tis true;
it satisfies my longings as nothing else could do.
(Refrain)
I love to tell the story; ‘twill be my theme in glory
To tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love.

I love to tell the story; ‘tis pleasant to repeat 
what seems, each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet!
I love to tell the story, for some have never heard
the message of salvation from God’s own holy Word.
(Repeat Refrain)

I love to tell the story, for those who know it best
seem hungering and thirsting to hear it, like the rest.
And when, in scenes of glory, I sing the new, new song,
‘twill be the old, old story that I have loved so long.
(Repeat Refrain)

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (traditional) 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
 and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
 born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
 he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
 he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints;
 the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  AMEN

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER

GIVING THANKS
OFFERING OURSELVES 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Almighty God, you have done great things for us, and holy is your name.
You have conquered death and raised Jesus from the grave.
Bless all that we offer you – our selves, our time, and our possessions –
that through us your grace and favor may be made known to all the work,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Risen Lord.  AMEN
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SENDING
HYMN – “Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing”

Lord, dismiss us with Thy blessing; Fill our hearts with joy and peace;
Let us each, Thy love possessing, Triumph in redeeming grace.
Refresh us, O refresh us, Traveling through this wilderness.

Thanks we give and adoration For Thy gospel’s joyful sound;
May the fruits of Thy salvation In our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, Ever faithful To the truth may we be found;

So that when Thy love shall call us, Savior, from the world away,
Let no fear of death appall us, Glad Thy summons to obey.
May we ever, May we ever Reign with Thee in endless day.

BENEDICTION 

CLOSING RESPONSE – “Celtic Alleluia”
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia!

POSTLUDE – Redemption Song -- Gounod

SERVING TODAY:
  Worship Assistant:  Bill Beck
  Reader:  Sue Meehan
  Vocalist:  Kari Kornish
  Ushers:  Bruce & Anita Ashbaugh; Rick Line; Fred Seltzer
  Camera:  Joe Shane 
  Recorder:  Ray Thomas

THIS WEEK, IN OUR PRAYERS: 
* the church at work:  Presbyteries of:  Grace; Sheppards & Lapsley; Great Rivers; Cascades; New Castle;
   and the Synod of: Rocky Mountains
* the church in Carlisle Presbytery:  Lower March Creek; Rev. Mark Englund-Krieger (interim)
* the community:  UPMC Carlisle Chaplaincy
* the congregation (at random):  Linda Rydberg; Crea & Janet Clark; Richard & Debra Bressler

Members of the Congregation, Ministers
The Rev. Anthony D. Lorenz, Pastor

The Rev. Jon A. Black, Pastor Emeritus
Debby Madden, Educator Emerita

Arthur Thompson, Organist
 Ron Richcreek, Music Director

Avis Allen, Administrative Secretary
Chuck Adler, Sexton

Church Administrative Office Hours:  M & W, 9 AM-2 PM 
Phone: (717) 243-4612; E-mail: fpcarl@pa.net; Website: www.firstprescarlisle.org
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