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ORDER FOR WORSHIP
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

APRIL 11, 2021

(BOLD indicates Read Together)

GATHERING

PRELUDES
  O Sons and Daughters – Cherwien
  That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright – Wagner

GREETING and ANNOUNCEMENTS
                                   The Lord be with you.  And also with you.

  Easter Meditation -- Martin
  
CALL TO WORSHIP   

We worship in the Easter light, 
for the shadow of death is no match for God’s love. 

Let us join our voices with the disciple Thomas: 
“My Lord and my God!” 

Easter people, Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed!

HYMN – “He is Risen, He is Risen!”

He is risen, he is risen! Tell it out with joyful voice:
he has burst his three days’ prison; let the whole wide earth rejoice:
Death is conquered, we are free, Christ has won the victory.

Come, ye sad and fearful-hearted, with glad smile and radiant brow! 
Death’s long shadows have departed; Jesus’ woes are over now, 
and the passion that he bore— sin and pain can vex no more.

Come, with high and holy hymning, hail our Lord’s triumphant day;
Not one darksome cloud is dimming yonder glorious morning ray,
breaking o’er the purple east, symbol of our Easter feast.

He is risen, he is risen! He hath opened heaven’s gate:
we are free from sin’s dark prison, risen to a holier state;
and a brighter Easter beam on our longing eyes shall stream.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Lord Jesus Christ, you rose from the depths of suffering, 
from death itself, to breathe peace upon your disciples. 
Still, O Lord, we struggle to trust your promise of peace. 
Still, O Lord, we struggle to follow in the way of your love. 
Forgive us when we fail to be people of your resurrection. 
Forgive us when we do not recognize your grace. 
Show us your wounded hands and feet once more, 
and teach us to be your body in the world.  AMEN  (silent confession….)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

RESPONSE TO PARDON – “Gloria Patri”
   Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  
   As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  AMEN, AMEN.

PROCLAIMING
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word. 
Enliven our hearts by your Holy Spirit so that we may proclaim the good news 
of eternal and abundant life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN

FIRST LESSON – Psalm 118:14-29
14 The LORD is my strength and my might; he has become my salvation.
15 There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the LORD does valiantly; 16  the right hand of the LORD is exalted;
  the right hand of the LORD does valiantly.”
17 I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the LORD.
18 The LORD has punished me severely, but he did not give me over to death.
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks to the LORD.
20 This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall enter through it.
21 I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation.
22 The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
23 This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
24 This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
25 Save us, we beseech you, O LORD! O LORD, we beseech you, give us success!
26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD. We bless you from the house of the LORD.
27 The LORD is God, and he has given us light. Bind the festal procession with branches,
    up to the horns of the altar, 
28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God, I will extol you.
29 O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.

(The Word of the Lord; Thanks be to God!)

SECOND LESSON – John 20:19-31
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples 
had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”
24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 
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25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of 
the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”
26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, 
“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31 But 
these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may have life in his name.

        (The Word of the Lord; Thanks be to God!)

SERMON – Rev. Anthony Lorenz

HYMN –”We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight”

We walk by faith and not by sight; No gracious words we hear
From Christ, who spoke as none e’er spoke; But we believe Him near.

We may not touch His hands and side, Nor follow where He trod;
But in His promise we rejoice, And cry, “My Lord and God!”

Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; And may our faith abound 
To call on You when You are near And seek where You are found.

That, when our life of faith is done, In realms of clearer light
We may behold You as You are, With full and endless sight.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (traditional) 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
 and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
 born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
 he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
 he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints;
 the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  AMEN

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER

GIVING THANKS
OFFERING OURSELVES 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Almighty God, you have done great things for us, and holy is your name.
You have conquered death and raised Jesus from the grave.
Bless all that we offer you – our selves, our time, and our possessions –
that through us your grace and favor may be made known to all the work,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Risen Lord.  AMEN
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SENDING
HYMN – “Christ Is Alive!”

Christ is alive!  Let Christians sing.  The cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.  Love, drowned in death, shall never die.

Christ is alive! No longer bound To distant years in Palestine,
But saving, healing, here and now, And touching every place and time.

Not throned afar, remotely high, Untouched, unmoved by human pains,
But daily, in the midst of life, Our Savior in the God-head reigns.

In every insult, rift, and war, Where color, scorn, or wealth divide, 
Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, And lives, where even hope has died.

Chris is alive, and comes to bring Good news to this and every age,
Till earth and sky and ocean ring With joy, with justice, love, and praise.

BENEDICTION 

CLOSING RESPONSE – “Celtic Alleluia”
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia!

POSTLUDE – Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing – Held

SERVING TODAY:
  Worship Assistant:  Bill Beck
  Reader:  Charlie Thompson
  Vocalist:  Ron & Deb Richcreek
  Ushers:  Bruce & Anita Ashbaugh; Rick Line; Fred Seltzer
  Camera:  Joe Shane 
  Recorder:  Ray Thomas

THIS WEEK, IN OUR PRAYERS: 
* the church at work:  Presbyteries of: National Capital; New Hope; Providence; Olympia; Lehigh; and in Thailand
* the church in Carlisle Presbytery:  Great Conewago (Gettysburg); Rev. Candace Veon-Hyiri
* the community:  Thornwald & Sarah Todd Homes Chaplaincy
* the congregation (at random):  Denise Kelly; Charlies & Connie Malinich; JB, Terri, Evan, Alex, Alyson & Chase Henry

Members of the Congregation, Ministers
The Rev. Anthony D. Lorenz, Pastor

The Rev. Jon A. Black, Pastor Emeritus
Debby Madden, Educator Emerita

Arthur Thompson, Organist
 Ron Richcreek, Music Director

Avis Allen, Administrative Secretary
Chuck Adler, Sexton

Church Administrative Office Hours:  M & W, 9 AM-2 PM 
Phone: (717) 243-4612; E-mail: fpcarl@pa.net; Website: www.firstprescarlisle.org
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