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              Pastor’s Corner 
 
Dear Members & Friends of First Presbyterian Church, 
 
 Traditionally, October is a month of transitions.  October 1st can 
often feel like a continuation of summer, but then the leaves begin to 
change and the days continue to grow shorter and by October 31st we 
know that summer is over and winter is fast approaching. 
 
 October is going to be a month of transitions here at First       
Presbyterian Church.  After the recent visit of our mission co-worker 
from Honduras, the Rev. Dori Hjalmarson, we’re going to put the       
inspiration she gave us to good use on Mission Sunday.  Make plans to be 
in worship on October 6, as we celebrate World Communion Sunday.  
Then there will be a sub sandwich lunch in the fellowship hall before   
we begin packing clean-up buckets for Church World Service.  These     
buckets are distributed all over the world in the aftermath of disasters, 
like Hurricane Dorian that just battered the Bahamas. 
 
 Also, in October I will be travelling once again to the Middle East 
to meet with the faithful brothers and sisters of the Presbyterian 
Churches in Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, and Egypt.  This is a trip of encourage-
ment and understanding, as churches from the U.S. try to understand 
how we can best support our brothers and sisters who find themselves in 
difficult situations.  I invite your prayers for our team.  Check out the 
church’s Facebook page for updates during my trip. 
 
 And then finally, at the end of October we will be celebrating 
Debby Madden’s retirement from First Presbyterian Church.  Debby has 
faithfully served our congregation for nearly 20 years and we wish her 
the best in retirement.  Please join us on Sunday, October 27 for a      
retirement celebration and reception.  Debby’s final day in the office 
will be October 31st. 
 
 So October is going to be busy and it is going to be a month of 
transitions.  But in the midst of those transitions our God remains faith-
ful and true.  We can count on the Lord Jesus Christ to be, in words 
from Hebrews, “the same, yesterday, today, and forever.”  Let us give 
thanks that in midst of all the changes we face in life God remains   
faithful! 
 
  
     Yours very truly in Christ, 
 
     Pastor Tony Lorenz 
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When grocery-
shopping,  
remember  

SOUP for SHARE! 

The Prayer Community 
meets after worship on 

the 3rd Sunday of  
each month.   

Pray-ers are welcome! 

CELEBRATE DEBBY!!! 
SUNDAY,  

OCT. 27 at 6 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please plan to attend 
Debby’s retirement  
celebration at 6 PM,  

followed by a reception. 
 



A Word about Retirement . . . 
and the Future 

 
Many of you have asked about Debby’s retirement and what her future involvement at First     
Presbyterian Church (FPC) will be.  Because Debby is a certified Christian educator, her relation-
ship with FPC is governed by Carlisle Presbytery’s Commission on Ministry (COM), the same      
presbytery committee that oversees relationships between pastors and congregations.  COM has 
rules for both pastors and educators and how they can and can’t be involved with their former 
congregations.  You’ll remember some of this from when Jon Black retired six years ago.  After 
her retirement Debby will not be available to worship with us or to do all things she did when 
working at the church.  Please respect this and understand that the relationship will be different. 
She will, of course, be welcome at special events such as baptisms, weddings, funerals, etc.   
I encourage you to reach out to Debby in retirement as a friend. 
 
So what comes next?  The Human Resources Committee has recently finalized a revised job     
description for a part-time Christian Education position here at FPC.  The church session is      
currently reviewing the job description and will hopefully approve it at the next meeting.     
Sometime after the first of the year we will begin to advertise this position and receive applica-
tions.  We will keep you informed through future newsletters and bulletins. 

 

♫       Now What?        ♫    
 

So, you’ve enjoyed the beautiful anthems sung 
by the Choir thus far this fall, and find that 
you can hardly contain yourself, wanting to 
run up there and join in the singing!  Well, 
maybe it’s for you...it’s not too late.  The choir 
rehearses Wednesday nights at 7 PM, in the 
2nd floor choir room (elevator-accessible). 

Clean-Up and Repair –  
Doors and Deductibles 

 

In late August the church was burglarized and      
extensive damage was done to the church offices.  
Doors were broken, desks were trashed, carpet was 
destroyed, and our sense of peace and security was 
damaged.  We are blessed that no one from the   
congregation or staff was here at the time and no 
one was hurt.  We all realize that the damage could 
have been much worse. 
 
Clean-up and repair are moving along and will hope-
fully be completed soon.  Thankfully, our insurance 
covers most of the costs, apart from the deductible.  
We have identified the old exterior doors that are 
used as an emergency exit in the Gathering Room as 
being in need of replacement.  These doors were 
damaged in the burglary but will not be fully covered 
for replacement cost by our insurance policy.   
 
The Stewardship and Finance Committee has estab-
lished a Doors and Deductibles Fund if case you 
would like to contribute to the unexpected expense 
of our insurance deductible or to covering the cost of      
replacing the old doors in the Gathering Room.  Just 
make a check out to FPC and include “Doors and  
Deductibles” on the memo line.  You can drop it in 
the offering plate or mail it to the church office. 

 

SAVE YOUR RECEIPTS 
 

During October, GIANT Food Stores are  
continuing their offer to Project SHARE  — 
to give $1 for every receipt collected, up to 
$5,000, issued between October 1-31, 
2019.  Also, BELCO Credit Union has added 
$1,000 to the match, making SHARE’s goal 
6,000 GIANT receipts!  
 

Please deposit your receipts (for food & 
gas) in the envelope on the Fellowship Hall        
bulletin board. We will deliver them to 
SHARE after October 31st.   

THANKS! 



       Fall Mission Sunday -- You’re Invited! 
 

The Mission Committee and Board of Deacons invite you to join them after worship Sunday,       
October 6th (World Communion Sunday).  This year, our entire effort will go to support Church 
World Service’s program of providing disaster relief buckets as needed worldwide.  We have been 
busy buying items for the buckets and will need your help to organize, count and sort them, and 
then to fill the 50 buckets (assembly line-style).  Feel free to wear casual clothes to worship.   
Before we get started, we will share a light lunch of sandwiches, chips, drinks and cookies.   
A free-will offering will be taken to defray lunch costs.  Thank you for your support!              
      Hope to see you there,  
                                                             Mission Committee & Board of Deacons 

“OCTOBER AT FIRST”   
STUDY & FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITES 

 
SUNDAY EVENINGS:  On four Sunday evenings in September and October, Debby Madden is leading 
a class on “Praying the Psalms.”  October dates are: Oct. 6 & 20, 5:30-6:30 PM.   
Hope you’ll join in! 

Oct. 6:    “O Lord, What Do I Do Now?” 
Oct. 20:  Finding My Psalm”  

 

WEEKNIGHTS:   

 SPACE FOR GOD, a small study group, meets on the 2nd & 4th Monday 
of each month at 7 PM.  The study book is Simply Jesus by N.T. Wright.  
Contact Debby if you would like a copy of the book.   

 BIBLE STUDY meets on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month, 6:30 to 7:30 PM!  October 
meeting dates are Oct. 1, 8 & 22.  We are studying the Book of Galatians. 

“Science, Faith & Religion in the 21st Century” 
 

Our own Dr. Joe Shane will present a three-part series titled “Science, Faith & Religion in the 21st Century” 
October 13, 20 & 27 (6:30—8:00 PM) at nearby Big Spring Presbyterian Church, Corporation 
Street, Newville.  You are invited to attend any or all sessions:   
 Session 1 (Oct. 13): “How shall we think about science and religion”.  This covers historical and 

contemporary approaches to science and religion, including some voices from the Presbyterian Church 
and other faith communities.   

 Session 2 (Oct. 20): “From Dayton to Dover:  Evolution as THE science-religion issue in the 
United States”.  A brief overview will be presented on the evolutionary theory along with the backlash 
experienced in the U.S. as part of the Christian Fundamentalist movement. Court cases from the 1925 
Scopes “monkey” trial through the 2005 Kitzmiller vs. Dover Area School Board trial will be discussed.  

 Session 3 (Oct. 27):  “Becoming science-religion “boundary pioneers” in 21st century America”.  
Examined will be scientists and theologians who have reconciled scientific and religious understandings, 
with emphasis given to our responsibilities in an age of science and technology.   

 
Joe is Professor of Chemistry and Science Education at Shippensburg University, having joined the faculty 
there in 2005. After a few years of independent study on this topic, Joe offered an adult Sunday school class 
to his fellow congregants here at First Presbyterian, then took the “show on the road” and has now given  
numerous presentations and short courses for the general public and for various Presbyterian congregations. 
Joe was born in Indiana, PA and he and his wife Molly reside in Carlisle. 
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Financial Update 
 

   AUGUST       YTD 
 
Giving   $18,384  $154,788 
 
Investments  - - -   $ 12,110 
 
Shares    - - -   $ 14,000 
  Redeemed     
 
Other               - - -   $  2,707 
                            _______     _______ 
Total Income             $18,384             $183,605
  
Expenses                     ($24,922)          ($203,973) 
 

Gleaning for PROJECT SHARE in October 
 

Gleaning season  
continues!   

Volunteers assemble in 
SHARE’s parking lot for a 
prompt departure at 8:30 
AM on Saturdays mornings 
in October.  36 area farms 
allow gleaning of their 
fields, and donate produce 
to SHARE. Last year, teams 
collected over 90,000 
pounds. Sessions typically 

last 2-1/2 hours, including travel time to the 
field location.  Working as a team, gleaners 
arrive at the farm field, meet the farmer, and 
get basic instructions from the team Leader 
about the day’s activities.  Interested? Call 
(717) 249-7773. 

Per Capita — How Important Is It? 
   “Per Capita” is as important as being Presbyterian.  It is 
how we mutually share the costs of coming together to     
discern the Spirit’s leading for the future. It’s how we are 
trained to become better elders and ministers and to discern 
God’s calling in our lives.  It’s how we participate in the life 
of the Church universal as we commit ourselves to work and 
live in fellowship with all persons in every nation.   
   Specifically, every church is apportioned a share of          
expenses of the presbytery, the synod, and the General     
Assembly. It is a “regular  expense,” payable by each church 
based on church membership.  Please help defray this       
expense by paying the individual apportionment of $25.81. 
If you have already paid it, THANK YOU! 

Finance & Stewardship Committee 

$$$ CHARITABLE DONATIONS $$$ 
 

A special federal tax break is available for seniors owning an IRA. Individuals who are age 70-1/2 
or older can make donations from their Traditional IRA to a qualified charity such as First Presby-
terian Church.  The donation will not count as personal income.  Individuals must transfer the 
funds directly from the custodian of their IRA to the charity and cannot personally take possession 
of the funds at any time during the transfer. For further info, speak to your tax advisor, your IRA 
custodian or to any member of the Stewardship and Finance Committee.  

FIRST CHURCH BOOK CLUB 
 

Meet on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7 PM at 
the church.   
 

Upcoming book selections are: 
 
 

Oct. 10: Britt-Marie Was Here, Fredrik Backman  
 
 

Nov. 14: A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, 
Betty Smith 
 
The Club will meet on Dec. 5th to   
select books for 2020.    
 

                All  
                are  
           welcome! 
 

       Jesus Loves You! 



October Birthdays 
 

 
1 David Sheperd 
 
2 Robert Winters 
 
3 Emma Weiser 
 
4 Grace Hofferica 
 
6 Dirk Madison 
 
7 Ron Palyo 
 
9 Jeff Shull 
 
13 Fred Seltzer 
 
14 Amelia Bressler 
 
16 Megan Crum 
 Evan Henry 
 
20 Michael Gogoj 
 
21 Katie Thomas 
 Helen Thompson 
 
22 Luke Lynes 
 
25 Charlie Thompson 
 
26 Bob Read 
 Alice Zimmerman 

October Worship Helpers 
 

READERS 
Oct. 6:    Nancy Jacoby 
Oct. 13:  Gay McGeary 
Oct. 20:  Frank Meehan 
Oct. 27:  Lynda Mann 
 

USHERS 
Oct. 6:   Dennis & Connie Husler;  
              Bill & Rita Beck 
Oct. 13:  Heather, Rebert & Camryn Thompson; 
              Mary Jane Blosser 
Oct. 20:  Tom & Melissa Sheperd; 
              Dan & Bonnie Deardorff 
Oct. 27:  Richard & Nancy Tritt;  
              Dick & Ellen Darr 
         
 

COUNTERS 
Oct. 6:    Deb Ryerson; Terry Shull;  
              Carlton Walker 
Oct. 13:  Ron & Deb Richcreek; 
              Mary Jane Blosser 
Oct. 20:  Bruce & Kathy Mulvey; Barb Allen 
Oct. 27:  Bob & Judie Read;  
              Earlene Heckendorn 
 
 

FLOWERS 
Kathy Mulvey (chair); Sue Shuey 

 
 

FELLOWSHIP HOSTS 
Oct. 6:   Susan & Frank Meehan 
Oct. 13:  XX 
Oct. 20:  XX 
Oct. 27:  XX 
 

COMMUNION (Oct. 6) 
PREPARERS:  Terry Shull; Rita Beck; Sue Shuey 
SERVERS:  Bruce Bailey; Dick Darr;  
   David Killian; Frank Meehan; Deb Ryerson; 
   Charlie Thompson 

+ + + + + + + 
If you cannot serve as scheduled, please find a  

replacement and provide the substitute’s name to 
the office as soon as known.  Thank you. 

 
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 30 
 
7: Deacons 

1 
 
6:30: Bible 
Study 

2 
6: Worship 
Comte 
 
 
7: Choir 

3 4 5 
 
1 PM: Snaman 
Memorial  
Service 

6 
9:15: Prayer 
9:30: S.S. 
10:45: Worship, 
w/Comm. 
After: Mission 
Sunday 
5:30: “Psalms” 

7 
 
7: Deacons 
 
(Pastor Tony 
on mission 

trip) 

8 
 
6:30: Bible 
Study 

9 
 
 
7: Choir 

10 
 
3:30: Property 
 
 
7: Book Club 

11 12 
 
9-Noon: PW 
Coordinating 
Team (Fell. 
Hall) 

13 
9:15: Prayer 
9:30: S.S. 
10:45: Worship 
After: Fellowship 
 

14 
COLUMBUS 
DAY (Office 
closed) 
 
7: Space for 
God 

15 16 
 
 
7: Choir 

17 
 
7:30 AM: 
Men’s B-Fast 
 
 

18 19 

20 
9:15: Prayer 
9:30: S.S. 
10:45: Worship 
After: Fellow-
ship; Prayer 
Community 
5:30: “Psalms” 

21 
 
7-9: Fell. Hall 
in use 
 
(Pastor Tony 

returns) 

22 
 
6:30: Bible 
Study 

23 
 
 
7: Choir 

24 
 
7: Session 

25 26 

27 
9:15: Prayer 
9:30: S.S. 
10:45: Worship 
After: Fellowship 
 
6 PM: Debby’s 
Retirement Cele-
bration 

28 
 
7: Space for 
God 

29 30 
 
 
7: Choir 

31   

October 2019 

NOVEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 
3: Communion &  
    Home Communion 
11: Veterans Day; office closed 
24: Christ the King Sunday 


